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� Tribal’s mobile learning team,

Cambridge, UK

� www.m-learning.org since 2001

www.m-learning.org

� www.m-learning.org since 2001

� Mostly adult learners, often “hard to reach” 

� Tools for practitioners

� Africa, Australia, Canada, Europe, US . . .



The Context

• 5.8 billion mobile subscribers worldwide by 2013

• 50% of new internet connections in 2009 were from a phone

• 60% of the world’s population can access fast mobile connections (HSPDA/3G+)

• 4 weeks ago, Mobile data use exceeded Voice in the USA

• Netbook sales in 2008 forecast at 5.3M, actual sales 14M - 2012 forecast 50M

• Smartphone market share keeps going up and data rates keep going down



M-Learning  is …M-Learning  is …

The exploitation of ubiquitous handheld technologies, 

together with wireless and mobile phone networks, to 

facilitate, support, enhance and extend the reach of 

teaching and learning



Looking at some of our mobile content 

projects

Beyond m-coursesBeyond m-courses

SCORM vs Mobile – a whitepaper



Mobile courses



Mobile extras (top-ups)



Learning at the point of need



Learning at the point of need



Literacy skills in South Africa:

E-Books

Locally authored content

Fit for purpose



Content producers/editors

Authoring tools for Editing, Contextualization and Localization

Authoring system Mobile Courses
Mobile Apps - delivery to multiple 
platforms and devices



On and Offline *

Portable and phones

Single and Multi-users *

M-learning needs a broad range of solutions:

Single and Multi-users *

Learning and Screening

Evidence collection

Smart search

Short and sharp



Learning by doing



M-learning: beyond content



Mobile access to institutional services m.oc.ac.uk



Abilene Christian University

• Every undergradudate 

receives an iPhone / 

iPod Touch

• Provides access to • Provides access to 

university’s custom-

built online 

infrastructure

http://www.acu.edu/technology/mobilelearning/index.html

Image © Abilene Christian University



Normanby Primary School

• Digital technology integrated into teaching

• Technology complements learning – it is not 

the focus of itthe focus of it

Image © www.gazettelive.co.uk



• Location-aware information stream – a.k.a. 
the “reality browser”

Layar browser

http://www.layar.com

Images © layar 2010, used by permission



millee

• mobile and immersive learning for literacy in 

emerging economies

www.millee.org

Images © www.millee.org



Pedagogical approaches: m-learning vs e-learning



General conclusions

• “Traditional” e-learning approaches are not 

the whole picture when going mobile

• M-learning allows previously impractical • M-learning allows previously impractical 

approaches to learning

• Focus on the learning not the technology to 

deliver the best learning solution



Mobile-SCORM Conclusions

• Technical: SCORM can be done on mobile as is

– Consider handling connection issues in standard?

• Pedagogical: raison d’être (reusable content 
packages) is core. Then extend:

• Pedagogical: raison d’être (reusable content 
packages) is core. Then extend:

– Ability to respond to location?

– Support interaction between users?

• Expanding scope could benefit e-learning too!
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Any questions?


